LOUVIS - THE ROUND THE WORLD RUG RACE

A DESENT, ENDLESS, CORUSCATING UNDER THE RELENTLESS SUN. %
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EVEN FOR AN EXPERT RALLOONIST, THE THE SKY SEEMED ALIVE WITH SWIRLING
LANDING WOULD HAVE PROVEN DIFFICULT. EDDVING CURRENTS : SUDDEN VOIDS, VACUUMS.
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YOU'RE VERY LUCKY
You KNOW
- LANDWG,
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THIS 1S THE DESERT OF HIDDEN WHORLS, THE
SANDRLASTED FACE, THE SOFT VOICE,
EXPLAINED.

DANGEROUS SPIRALS CAMOUFLAGED RY
SUSURRANT SURFACE SANDS.

WE'RE HERE FOR THE
ROUND THE WORLD
RUG RACE.




ROUND THE WORLD HOW EXTRAORDINARY! . THAT WOULD LARGELY
NYOU SAY 2 NOT SOMETHING I'VE INVOLVE
@) EVER COME WATER .
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THE OCCASIONAL RASRIT.

BEFORE THE CONSTRUCTION T WAS
8AD WITH ROCKS.

Some DRIFT DOWN GRINNING
AT SYCAMORE SEED SPEED
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WE HARNESS THE FALLING SAND WITH AN
INTRICATE SYSTEM OF MICROMACHINED

TURBINES.
HERL HEBL AS THEY pLUMMET

THE PANICKED WHIRR WHIRR
GORGEWARD.
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INTO THEIR ANCIENT ’
GODDESS'S )
NOSTRIL. o)
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ITHIS 1S A REALLY RATHER LARGE LIBRARY:
I FULL OF MYSTICAL R0OKS, EXOTICA,
ESOTERICA, PALIMPSETS...

"THE
LosST
LETTERS

THE FIRST INKY INKLINGS AND
SCRAPINGS OF WRITTEN
LANGUAGE,

'S A QT
SECRET.

WE'RE RESEARCHING
THE ROUND THE WORLD

THERE ARE THOSE
WHO DISTRUST Our

OF GLYPTIC ENDEAVOURS
FORGOTTEN AND CRYPTIC
ALPHARETS. BEHAVI OVR .
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THE SANDBATTERS ... ATTACK ...
A SANDSTORM ... WE MugT
PRESERVE THE LIBRARYN...




GET ABoVE

WE NEED To
GRrOUND !

THERE ARE THOSE WHO

WOULD OBLITERATE
KNOWLEDGE IF

"THEY CouLb.

LIMPET !
HOLD ON

LIKE A ROCK!

-%-

THE CITY OF A
THOUSAND SHADOWS.




LOUIS' MUSCLES ACHED FROM
THE CONSTANT EDGING ALONG,

AN UNUSUAL
PLACE FC.

|'VE NEVER
SEEN SUCH STRANGE
COLOURED GLASS.

DAMN PESTS |F YOU ASK mE!
VERNAL EQUINOX DRIVES
'em CRARY ...




THE ECHO OF THE DAYDREAM LAUGHTER
SEEMED TO RESONKTE GENTLY UNDER @
LOUIS' SKIN.

THE CQITY OF A
THOUSAND
SHADOWS, FC!

| CAN ALMOST PICTURE
HIMm NOW: EXCITED ON
THE EVE OF THE
JOURNEY .

THE ROUND THE WORLD RUG RACE !
| CAN'T EVEN IMAGINE WHAT
THAT 1S 1)

WELL FC, IT'S BEEN A LUCKY AND THE ARRWAL OF THE R0OKS HAD BEEN AND OF COURSE, THE FLYER [T HAD

\_—ij Week A GENUINE MYSTERY. REALLY FIRED HIS IMAGINATION.
INDEED.




TIRED, YET EXCITED, LOUIS HAD WOKEN EARLY FOR
THE COURTESY COACH. T

PLEASE HAVE YOUR
LUCKY WINNER VOUCHER

HE HAD NEVER REALLY FLOWMN BEFORE. |T WOULD
BE CONFUSING FOR FC.

A=

RELAX AND ENTOY THIS

... SHORT... FLIGHT...

WITH YOUuR PILOT ...
MR HeBBLY.

0 1 AY_—S\ A WHO'S WHO OF HEBLY... - i"— _ \
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LOUIS FELT RELIEVED WHEN THE PLANE
FINALLY LANDED.
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AR FOUL WITH RANCID FAT.

THE FLOOR WAS STICKY WITH SUGARY SPILLAGE. THE
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THE WORLD WAS A SHOPPING CENTRE, AN ASSAULT ON ALL FIVE SENSES,
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LUCKY WINNERS ... PLEASE ...
READY YOUR TROLLIES! THE
WORLD 1S WAITING!!
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IT'S NOT THE WINNING,
IT'S THE TAKING
THEM APART.

ALTHOUGH HE HADN'T REEN COMPLETELY
SURPRISED, LOUIS COULDN'T HELP FEELING
A LITTLE DISAPPOINTED,

HE THOUGHT OF DISTANT MINARETS
SILHOUETTED AGAINST DARK GREEN SKIES.
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EVEN AN EXPERT BALLOONIST wOULD HAVE
_FOUND (T DIFFICULT TO ESCAPE IN TIME.
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